Sunday 16th March
BLACKSMITHS  2 - 2  KEYSS

Allan 10’                     Scorer 35’
McCulloch 60’            Scorer 80’
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Blacksmiths took on last years division 4 champions Keyys.  Allan Walker, Gavin Walker, Chris Bain, Chris Cooper and Garry Callum, were all missing, leaving Blacksmiths without a recognised keeper and 5 important players.
  Despite the players that were missing, Blacksmiths started the game brightly.  It took only 10 minutes for the breakthrough.  Chris Munro gathered the ball on the left.  After beating the Keyss right back, he sent a pin point cross into the box, which, brother, Robin Munro controlled well and played the ball off to debut player, Allan, who neatly flicked the ball over the Keyys keeper and into the net, 1 – 0.  Blacksmiths kept Keyys limited to long shots and dominated the game.  On 20 minutes, one of the few occasions that Keyys broke into the Blacksmiths box, Doig, pulled the Keyys attacker back and the ref gave a penalty.  After the usual arguments with the referee, Donald Mackinnon was sent off for swearing at the ref, a lesson that needs to be learnt quickly for the start of the season.  The penalty would be the first time stand in keeper, David Ross, would be tested.  The Keyss attacker placed the ball down, stepped up and fired the ball to the bottom left corner, only to see Ross superbly tip the ball round the post for a corner.  With Blacksmiths down to 10 men, Keyys, slowly got back into the game and began passing the ball well.  After 35 minutes Keyys saw their pressure pay off.  After a scramble in the box, the ball broke kindly to a Keyss player, who calmly slotted the ball past Ross into the net, 1 – 1.  The ref saw some sense after the goal and allowed Mackinnon back on.  An even 1st half finished at 1 – 1.
  With Blacksmiths back to 11 players they again started to dominate.  Keyys were getting more and more predictable in there attacks.  Blacksmiths would allow Keyys to pick the ball up short and let them carry it to the half way line, then close the ball down, and 9 times out of 10 Keyys would try a long ball into the box which would be easily cleared by Martin or Doig.  On 60 minutes Blacksmiths again took the lead.  A quick counter attack saw Chris Munro pick up the ball on half way.  He looked up and played a precision through ball for Tony McCulloch to get on the end of and rifle a shot across the Keys keeper into the far corner, 2 – 1.  5 minutes later Doig was sent off, after a terrible decision from the ref.  A good challenge from Doig on the edge of the box was deemed to have been a foul.  Doig kicked the ball away in frustration and was immediately sent off, with no chance of getting back on, Blacksmiths would have to play the rest of the match with 10 men.  Blacksmiths held out until the 80th minute.  Another long ball from Keyss saw a scramble and the Keyys player kicking the ball over his head and high into the net, leaving 5’6” Ross with no chance, 2 – 2.  
  Blacksmiths again can take a lot of positives from the game.  With several key players missing and playing nearly half the game with 10 men, Blacksmiths showed they have strength and depth to the squad and a lot of fight.  Man of the match goes to David Ross just for saving the penalty.  Chris Munro showed he is getting back to his best with a good display, Tony McCulloch took his goal well and was full of running playing 3 positions in the match.  Andrew Martin was excellent filling in at the back and Doig had his usual tough tackling solid display.  Once again a good team performance and also showed a lot of fight.
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